
 

 

THON 2016 Newsletter 
Theta Psi 

We were UP! for 46 hours 
Sigma Kappa and Phi Kappa Psi chose the theme of the Pixar 
movie “Up!” for THON 2016. The movie follows the adventures 
of Carl (a retired balloon salesman) and Russell (an 8 year old 
wilderness explorer) as they tie thousands of balloons to Carl’s 

house to travel to Paradise Island. The world's most unlikely duo 
meet fantastic friends like Dug, a dog with a special collar that 

allows him to speak, and Kevin, a rare 13-foot tall flightless bird. 
Stuck together in the wilds of the jungle, Carl realizes that 

sometimes life's biggest adventures aren't the ones you set out 
looking for. 
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$140,165.43 
Raised FTK! 

We had an incredible weekend at 
THON 2016! Our first year with our 
new pairing, Phi Kappa Psi, and as 

an organization we placed in the Top 
10 for Greek Organizations 
Fundraising Totals, raising 

$140,165.43! We are so proud of our 
members, chairs, and dancers for all 
of their hard work this past year! For 

46 hours our section continued to 
pump up our dancers and celebrate 
all of our THON efforts! Thanks to 

everyone who donated and supported 
our organization this year! FTK 

2

 



 

 
2 

THON 2016 Raised $9,770,332.32 For The Kids! Here’s 
all of our sisters that were involved on committees:  

 

Honorable Mention: Alice Polonsky 
Sigma Kappa’s very own Alice Polonsky was one of the lucky people chosen as a 
Family Relations Captain for THON 2016! Alice served as one of our own THON chairs 
for THON 2015, and we can’t wait to see what she does for THON next year! Alice is a 
junior here majoring in Psychology with a Neuroscience option, and minoring in Human 
Development & Family Studies! Her favorite THON memory? “As an FR captain, I had 
the amazing opportunity to work with Four Diamond families throughout all of THON 
weekend to ensure they have the best THON experience. This THON weekend, I had 
the unique opportunity to attend a private viewing of the Celebration of Life video, 
which is the video dedicated to all the children we've lost that year, with not only all the 
bereaved Four Diamond families who's children were mentioned in the video but also 
Charles Millard who's son lost his battle to cancer and is the sole creator of the Four 
Diamonds fund. It was the most surreal experience of my life to sit in a room with the 
families who have lost their little boy or girl to this horrible thing called cancer. It just 
shows that we have to keep fighting for these little angels, in the hopes that one day a 
cure will be found and we won't have to keep adding children to this video. I am 
honored to have been placed in this position, and I couldn't be more thankful for being 
able to know all these families on a more personal level throughout this entire year. We 
will keep fighting, until one day a cure will be found. FTK!” 

Donor & Alumni Relations: 
Madi Greenfield, Christina Ruzzo, 
Kayla Roseman, Emily Gifford 

Dancer Relations 
Melissa Wittig, Rachel Klein, Emily 
Chertow, Emily Onorato, Megan 
Gallagher, Julie Mendelson 

Hospitality 
 Erin Boyd, Megan Bradley 
OPPerations 

Alex Stetson, Nicole Duffy, Ali Cunn, 
Alli Gawinski 

 

Public Relations 
 Natalie Schneck 
Rules & Regulations 

Shawn Callaghan, Kieran Murphy, Alexis 
Krasas, Katelyn DeDeo, Hemali Tailor, 
Alexa Marks, Enerel Enkhbat, Annie 
Kastroll, Hanne Genyn, Kindra O’Connor, 
Kimberly Totten 



 

 

Meet our 2016 THON Dancers! 
Kelsey Elmendorf 
Kelsey is a senior studying Nursing! 

Her favorite THON memory? “My favorite 
part of THON is during the final four hours 
when we watch the "Where are They Now" 
video. It shows me that PSU and THON is 
really making a difference. It has helped so 
many of these kids and their families and 
it's a time of celebration!” 

Jamie Fedele 
Jamie is a senior studying Kinesiology – Movement 
Science! 

Her favorite THON memory? “Being thanked by all of 
the four diamonds families throughout the weekend 
for everything that we do, and a lot of them thanking 
us for them being alive.” 

Alyssa Rubinstein 
Alyssa is a senior studying Mechanical 
Engineering! 

Her favorite THON memory? “Dancing with 
the nittany lion on stage, playing with all of 
our THON children, and slides of strength! 

Amanda Brackbill 
Amanda was fortunate enough to serve as not only 
as a THONvelopes chair, but also be a dancer for 
THON 2016! She’s a senior studying Economics! 

Her favorite THON memory? “Dancing to my 
favorite song at THON with our entire section!” 



 

 

Meet our 2016 THON Chairs! 
Nina Weber 

 

Lauren Earthman 
Lauren was our Merchandise and Morale chair.  She’s a junior 
studying public relations! 
 
Her favorite THON memories? “Visiting the Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital and spending the day with our THON child, 
Lee, as well as earning a spot in the top 10 Greek 
Organization's Fundraising Totals! 

Chelsea Piell 
Chelsea was our Family Relations chair. She is a 
sophomore studying nursing major! 
Her favorite THON memory? “My favorite THON memory of 
2016 was when Go Go Gadgets was performing during 
hour 45 and I was playing with beach balls and water guns 
with Ethan (one of our THON children) and dancing and just 
having so much fun!” 

Sydnie Dempelein 
Sydnie was our Alternate Fundraising chair. She is a sophomore 
studying Marketing! 
Her favorite THON memory? “When we placed 6th in Greek 
Organizations. We have not made top ten since 2007 until we 
formed a new partnership with Phi Kappa Psi. I am so proud of 
both chapters for the hard work we put into making our new 
dynamic so successful. I know that all of our families and chapter 
members are excited to see what the future has in store for Sigma 

Nina was our Overall chair.  She’s a junior studying Supply 
Chain Management! 
 
Her favorite THON memories? “Listening to Steph Miller speak 
on stage during THON 2014 about Kyla and visiting the 
Kirby’s in Chicago and having a nerf gun war with Max and 
Evey. Experiencing Family Hour on the floor this year during 
THON 2016 and singing “Angels Among Us” with our Four 
Diamonds families and dancers. All of these memories and 
THON moments have inspired me and made me want to be a 
better person because what these families have gone through 
and their strength is incredible. I love knowing each and 
everyone of our 5 families!” 



 

 

Previous Dancers …  
Where are they now? 

Then Now 
THON 2015 Dancers 

Some of our dancers from last year 
were able to make the trip to support 
our dancers this year – Brittany Rizzo, 
Diana Kordek, and Ruth Buchbinder! 
“It was a lot of fun reminiscing with Brit 
and Ruth about our dancing memories 
as this year's dancers were 
experiencing the same things, such as 
how I loved the ice bath and Brit hated 
every second, slides of strength, and 
how the pass list always sucks 
somehow.” - Diana 

THON 2008 Dancers 
One of our 2008 dancers, Vicki 
Martin, was also able to visit our 
section and show our THON 
family the Millers some love! 
“My favorite THON memory from 
when I was a dancer was crying 
for a straight hour during mail call. 
Also, me and two other girls 
deliriously made a video about our 
search for ‘THON hotties’.” 
 

Thanks to all of the brothers and dancers of Phi Kappa Psi! 
This year, our organization partnered up with Phi Kappa Psi for 
THON 2016. Not only did they bring us two more amazing THON 
children (Ethan Van Aulen and Megan Mowatt), but they brought 
an incredible amount of energy to our section that kept our sisters 
and dancers smiling, laughing, and dancing along with them. 
Phi Psi’s four dancers: (front row, left to right) Anthony “Pez” 
Pesavento, Justin Szot, Garrett “Bear” Field, and (back row) Jack 
“Cov” Covert. Thank you all so much for not only representing our 
organization so well, but for making THON 2016 an unforgettable 
experience and helping us break top 10 Greek organizations!!  



 

 



 

 

 

Why we THON: 
Ethan Van Aulen      Max Kirby  Lee Ocker
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Megan Mowatt            Kyla Miller 

For The 
Kids, For 
The Cure! 


